A prayer to prepare you for hearing
and learning from God'’s word.

Almighty God and loving heavenly
Father, guide me and teach me of
yourself from your Word. Help me and
others to see the wisdom and value of
living life according to your word the
Bible; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever. Amen.

Today’s Bible Reading
From Hebrews 12:14-17 & 13:1-8

12 1*Make every effort to live in peace
with everyone and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the
Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short
of the grace of God and that no bitter
root grows up to cause trouble and
defile many. 16See that no one is
sexually immoral, or is godless like
Esau, who for a single meal sold his
inheritance rights as the oldest
son. 17 Afterward, as you know, when
he wanted to inherit this blessing, he
was rejected. Even though he sought
the blessing with tears, he could not
change what he had done.:

13 ' Keep on loving one another as
brothers and sisters. 2Do not forget to
show hospitality to strangers, for by so
doing some people have shown
hospitality to angels without knowing

it. 3Continue to remember those in
prison as if you were together with them
in prison, and those who are mistreated
as if you yourselves were suffering.
4Marriage should be honoured by
all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for
God will judge the adulterer and all the
sexually immoral. 5Keep your lives free
from the love of money and be content
with what you have, because God has
said,
“Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you.”[Deut 31:6]

6 So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;

| will not be afraid.

What can mere mortals do to me?”
[Psalm 118:6,7]
TRemember your leaders, who spoke
the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and
imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever.
(NIV)

Write one thing of importance you want to
remember from today’s Bible Teaching.
Write it here below:

A Bible Study

Initial questions:

Why do you belong to a
church? What is it about your
church that you like or find
valuable? Why is it that you
joined it and stay and don't
leave?

What things might cause your
church to have problems?

Read Hebrews 12:14-17 and
13:1-8

1. Read verse 14. What would
constitute a church living at
peace with everyone?

2. What do you understand

‘holiness” to be? Why
without holiness will no one
see the Lord?

What would a church that's
being holy look like?

3. What do you understand the

‘grace of God” to mean?
(See verse 15; 13:1-3). What
examples are given in
verses 1 to Why would a
lack of it in a church cause
for “pitter roots to grow™?

4. Have you been in the sad

situation where the first part of
verse 16 and verse 4 have
occurred? What affect did it have
on the church?

. What do you remember about the

story of Esau mentioned in
verses 16 and 17? What is the
warning to those who join in
meeting with a church but fail to
want to give their lives to Christ
and fully commit to living for Him?

. What do you understand is meant

by “keep on loving one another™?
(See verse 1)

What examples does the writer
give in verses 2 to 7 of a church
showing love to one another?
What affect would such a love
have on the church?

. In verse 7 what would constitute

remembering your leaders “who
spoke the word of God to you™?
What affect would that have on
them?

. Read verse 8. It's a verse that

holds all thats been said
together. How?

Spend some time in prayer about
what you have read and studied.



