Abbotsford Anglican Church
St Andrews

An All Age Service with Baptism

Sunday 27 August 2026
WELCOME - Michael

(Service Leader welcomes people to church and
introduces people involved in the service)

Good morning. Welcome to church.
A special welcome to those who are
visiting us today or listening online.
My name is Michael.

Today is a special day. We witness the
baptism of Renato and Renata’s girl Ayla.

Helping me in today’s service are our
musicians Rosemary, Linda and Young
Lan.

Reading to us from the Bible will be
Janice and Trevor will bring our Bible
Teaching.

MOORE COLLEGE SUNDAY - Michael

It's also Moore College Sunday. Moore
College is the Bible College that trains
men and women for ministry in the
Diocese of Sydney and to the world.
During prayers | will be praying for Moore
College, its Students and Staff.

BIBLE TEACHING FOCUS - Michael

Today’s Bible Teaching is about faith.
What is it? Trevor will be bringing our
Bible Teaching from the book of Hebrews
in the Bible.

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE - Michael

“One thing | do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead, 14 |
press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 3:13-14

Please stand and let us sing our first song

SONG - Behold our God

Who has held the oceans in his
hands?

Who has numbered every grain of
sand?

Kings and nations tremble at his voice
All creation rises to rejoice

Behold our God, seated on his throne
Come, let us adore him

Behold our King, nothing can compare
Come let us adore him!

Who has given counsel to the Lord?
Who can question any of his words?
Who can teach the one who knows all
things?

Who can fathom all his wondrous
deeds?

Behold our God, seated on his throne
Come, let us adore him

Behold our King, nothing can compare
Come let us adore him!

Who has felt the nails upon his hand
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?

God eternal, humbled to the grave
Jesus, Saviour, risen now to reign!

Behold our God, seated on his throne
Come, let us adore him

Behold our King, nothing can compare
Come let us adore him!

You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let your glory fill .....)

Behold our God, seated on his throne
Come, let us adore him

Behold our King, nothing can compare
Come let us adore him!

Behold our God, seated on his throne
Come, let us adore him

Behold our King, nothing can compare
Come let us adore him!
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BAPTISM - Trevor (On Screen)
Ayla:

LITTLE PEOPLES’ BIBLE STORY TIME
- Trevor

GREETING TIME - Michael

Please, take a moment to greet the
people nearby you as the children go off
to Kid’s Church.

Please be seated.
As Janice comes up to read let me pray.

PRAYER and HEARING GOD’S WORD
- Michael

Thank you, Father, for making yourself
known to us and showing us the way of
salvation through faith in your Son. Teach
us through your word and equip us for
every good work, for the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

(Bible Reader comes forward unannounced and
reads the Bible reading)

Bible Reading - Janice
Hebrews 11:1-16

1 “Now faith is confidence in what we
hope for and assurance about what we
do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.

3By faith we understand that the universe
was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what
was visible.

4 By faith Abel brought God a better
offering than Cain did. By faith he was
commended as righteous, when God



spoke well of his offerings. And by faith
Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life,
so that he did not experience death: “He
could not be found, because God had
taken him away.” For before he was
taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him.

7By faith Noah, when warned about
things not yet seen, in holy fear built an
ark to save his family. By his faith he
condemned the world and became heir of
the righteousness that is in keeping with
faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a
place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even
though he did not know where he was
going. 9 By faith he made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. 10 For he was looking
forward to the city with

foundations, whose architect and builder
is God. "1 And by faith even Sarah, who
was past childbearing age, was enabled
to bear children because she considered
him faithful who had made the

promise. 12 And so from this one man,
and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as countless as the sand on
the seashore.

13 All these people were still living by faith
when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and
welcomed them from a

distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on

earth. 14 People who say such things
show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15If they had been thinking of
the country they had left, they would have
had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they
were longing for a better country—a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he
has prepared a city for them.” (NIV)

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Bible Reader returns to the congregation and
Bible Teacher comes forward)

BIBLE TEACHING - Trevor

“wn

— from Hebrews 11:1-16

(Bible Teacher returns to the congregation and
Service Leader comes forward and invites
congregation to sing the next song)

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD - Michael

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins and purify us

from all unrighteousness”.

1 John 1:8-9

The Bible tells us not to hide our sins
from God our heavenly Father, but to

confess them with a repentant and
obedient heart, so that we may be
forgiven through his boundless goodness
and mercy.

We ought to admit our sins to God at all
times, and especially when we come
together like this, to give thanks for the
benefits we have received from him, to
offer the praise that is due to him, to hear
his holy word, and to ask him to supply
whatever we need.

So let us approach the throne of our
gracious God, with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, and pray together...

Merciful Father,

we have strayed from your ways

like lost sheep.

We have followed too much

the schemes and desires

of our own hearts, and have broken
your holy laws.

We have left undone

what we ought to have done,

and we have done

what we ought not to have done.

Yet good Lord, have mercy on us,
restore those who repent,

according to the promises

declared to us through your Son,
Jesus Christ.

Grant merciful Father, for his sake,
that from now on,

we may live godly and obedient lives,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God and loving heavenly Father,
we rejoice that you pardon and forgive
those who truly repent and sincerely
believe your holy gospel. Grant us true
repentance and your Holy Spirit,

that we may live godly, righteous and holy
lives, and finally come to your eternal
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.
His steadfast love endures forever!

Please stand and let us sing again...

SONG - Sovereign over us

There is strength within the sorrow
There is beauty in our tears

And You meet us in our mourning
With a love that casts out fear

You are working in our waiting
You're sanctifying us

When beyond our understanding
You're teaching us to trust

[Chorus]

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and the flood
You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

You are wisdom unimagined

Who could understand Your ways
Reigning high above the Heavens
Reaching down in endless grace
You're the lifter of the lowly



Compassionate and kind
You surround and You uphold me
And Your promises are my delight

[Chorus]

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and the flood
You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and the flood
You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

[Bridge]

Even what the enemy means for evil
You turn it for our good

You turn it for our good

and for Your glory

Even in the valley, You are faithful
You're working for our good

You're working for our good

And for Your glory

Even what the enemy means for evil
You turn it for our good

You turn it for our good

and for Your glory

Even in the valley, You are faithful
You're working for our good

You're working for our good

And for Your glory

[Chorus]

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and the flood
You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

You're faithful forever
Perfect in love
You are sovereign over us

Please be seated

PRAYER - Michael

(Prayer Leader comes forward unannounced and
leads in prayer)

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Be exalted, Lord, above the heavens.
Let your glory cover the earth.

Keep our nation under your care.

And guide us in justice and truth.

Let your way be known on earth.
Your saving power among all nations.

Send out your light and truth.
That we may tell of your saving works.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
For you are our help and strength

Hear our prayers, O Lord.
For we put our trust in you.

A Prayer for peace

God of the nations,

whose kingdom rules over all,

have mercy on our broken

and divided world.

Shed abroad your peace

in the hearts of all people

and banish from us

the spirit that makes for war;

that all races and people may learn to live
as members of one family

and in obedience to your laws;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A prayer for those struggling with
difficulties ...

Lord our God, present in every place;
we pray you to protect with your loving
care those we know and care for who

struggle with illness or any kind of trouble.

Let your fatherly hand support them;
prosper them in your way;

grant them strength for their needs;

and inspire in them an unwavering faith in
you, that they may live always to your

honour and glory; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A prayer for families...

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ shared at
Nazareth the life of an earthly home:
bless our homes, we pray.

Help parents to impart the knowledge of
you and your love;

and children to respond with love and
obedience. May our homes be blessed
with peace and joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A prayer for all people to know God...
Father, hear our prayer for all who do not
know your love

and have not heard the gospel

of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Send out your light and truth

through the messengers of your word;
help us to support them

by our prayers and offerings,

and hasten the coming of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A prayer for Moore Theological
College

Almighty God, on this Moore College
Sunday we give you thanks for all the
men and women you call to study the
Bible so to make known your Word. We
thank you for all who lecture at the
College and all admin and maintenance
staff. Continue to meet the financial
needs of the College and continue to



place on the hearts of many to give
themselves to part-time or full-time
ministry so to bring the good news of the
Gospel to the world. This we pray in
Jesus Name and for His glory. Amen.

Finally, let us pray for God’s care and
protection. Together...

Father, your love never fails. Hear our
prayer. Keep us from danger and
provide for all our needs. Grant this
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.
A Set prayer for the day — 9t Ordinary Sunday

Father, hear our prayers

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(When finished, the prayer leader returns to the
congregation and the Service Leader comes
forward to give announcements and introduce
last song)

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Michael
GOING OUT TO SERVE - Michael

As we prepare to leave let’s stand and
sing ...

SONG - By faith

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation's grand design
In the lives of those

who prove his faithfulness

Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the pow'r of his promise

in their hearts

Of a holy city built by God's own hand
A place where peace and justice reign

We will stand as children

of the promise

We will fix our eyes on him

our soul's reward

Till the race is finished

and the work is done

We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the prophets saw a day
When the longed-for Messiah
would appear

With the pow'r to break the chains
of sin and death

And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the Church was called to go
In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives

and to preach good news

In ev'ry corner of the earth

We will stand as children

of the promise

We will fix our eyes on him

our soul's reward

Till the race is finished

and the work is done

We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the mountain shall be moved
And the pow'r of the gospel

shall prevail

For we know in Christ

all things are possible

For all who call upon his name

We will stand as children
of the promise
We will fix our eyes on him
our soul's reward
Till the race is finished
and the work is done
We'll walk by faith and not by sight
(Repeat)
Keith Getty|Kristyn Getty|Stuart Townend

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE - Michael

The sentence of Scripture for today is...

“One thing | do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead, |
press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 3:13-14
Together...
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the Name of Christ. Amen.
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