Bible Reading
1 Peter Ch 2 verses 4 to 10

4 As you come to him, the living
Stone—rejected by humans but
chosen by God and precious to
him— 5you also, like living
stones, are being built into a
spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 8 For in
Scripture it says:

“‘See, | lay a stone in Zion,

a chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who
trusts in him will never be put to
shame.”

"Now to you who believe, this
stone is precious. But to those
who do not believe, “The stone
the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone,” 8and, “A stone
that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is
also what they were destined for.
9But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful
light. 1 Once you were not a

people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you
have received mercy (NIV)

Bible Study Questions
Read 1 Peter 2:4-10

1. What is a “cornerstone”? What
do you think might be significant
about a cornerstone in the
process of building a house?

2. Who is being referred to as the
‘cornerstone”? Why referred to
him as “living” (vs 1) and
‘precious” (vs 6)? What
encouragement might this be to
a believer like yourself?

3. To those who do not believe
what has the “cornerstone”
become to them? (See vss 7
and 8.) Why? What reason is
given?

4. But what does the Apostle say
about you and other believers?
(Vss 9 and 10) Whatever for?

5. What might be the ‘spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ”
mentioned back in verse 5 that
we offer? (See Romans 12:1-
2ff, Hebrews 13:15,16 for
example)

The 39 Articles of Religion

Anglican Doctrine
Article 25,27,28 The Sacraments
The sacraments prescribed by Christ are
badges and tokens of our profession as
Christians, and, more particularly, they
are trustworthy witnesses and effectual
signs of God’s grace and good will to us.
By them God works invisibly in us, both
arousing and also strengthening and
confirming our faith in Him. Christ our
Lord has ordained two gospel
sacraments, namely baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. The five that are
commonly called sacraments, namely,
confirmation,  penance,  ordination,
matrimony, and extreme unction are not
to be received as sacraments of the
gospel, since they have in part developed
from a false understanding of apostolic
practice and in part represent states of life
allowed in the Scriptures. Moreover,
because they have no visible sign or
ceremony commanded by God, they do
not belong in the same category as the
sacraments or baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. The sacraments were not
appointed by Christ to be a public
spectacle or to be paraded for adoration,
but to be used with due discipline. They
have a beneficial effect or working only in
those who receive them worthily; whereas
those who receive them unworthily bring
condemnation on themselves, as St Paul
teaches (1 Cor. 11:27 ff).
Baptism is a sign of the faith we profess
and a mark that differentiates Christian
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persons from those who are unbaptized;
and it is also a sign of regeneration or
new birth by which, as by an instrument,
those who receive baptism rightly are
grafted into the Church, the promises of
forgiveness of sin and our adoption to be
the sons of God are visibly signified and
sealed, and faith is confirmed and grace
increased by virtue of prayer to God. The
baptism of young children is under all
circumstances to be retained in the
Church as a practice fully agreeable with
the institution of Christ.

The Supper of the Lord is not only a
sign of the love that Christians ought to
have among themselves for each other,
but is especially a sacrament of our
redemption by  Christs  death.
Accordingly, for those who rightly,
worthily, and with faith receive it the
bread that is broken is a partaking of the
body of Christ and the cup of blessing is
a partaking of the blood of Christ (1 Cor.
10:16). Transubstantiation (the teaching
that the substance of the bread and wine
is changed into the actual flesh and blood
of Christ) in the Supper of the Lord cannot
be proved by Holy Scripture, but is
repugnant to the plain words of Scripture,
overthrows the nature of a sacrament,
and has given rise to many superstitions.
In the Lord’s Supper the body of Christ is
given, taken and eaten only in a heavenly
or spiritual manner, and faith is the
means by which the body of Christ is
received and eaten in the supper. The
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not
commanded by Christ to be reserved,
carried about, lifted up or worshipped.



