Bible Reading
Matthew 25:31-46

3*When the Son of Man
comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations
will be gathered before him, and
he will separate the people one
from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on
his right and the goats on his left.
#“Then the King will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. 35 For |
was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, 36| needed clothes
and you clothed me, | was sick
and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’
37“Then the righteous  will
answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to
drink? 38 When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe
you? 3¥3When did we see you

sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’

40“The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell
you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.’
4“*Then he will say to those on
his left, ‘Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his
angels. 4 For | was hungry and
you gave me nothing to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, 431 was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, | needed
clothes and you did not clothe
me, | was sick and in prison and
you did not look after me.’
44“They also will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and
did not help you?’

45*He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you,
whatever you did not do for one
of the least of these, you did not
do for me.’

4%6“Then they will go away to
eternal punishment, but the
righteous to eternal life.”. (NIV)

Bible Study Questions
Questions:

1. What do you find reassuring
about what is described in verses
31to 33?

What do you find unsettling?

2. Why are those on the King’s right
‘blessed” (declared “righteous” vs
37)? See verses 33 to 40.

3. Why are those on the King’s left
‘cursed”? See verses 33, 41 to
45.

4. As a Christian (a “sheep” vs 31,
‘blessed” vs 34, “righteous” vs
37), have you realised that
whatever you've done for another
Christian or not done for them, is
to the Lord, as having been done
or not done unto him? How might
knowing this motivate you in the
future in living out being
Christian?

The 39 Articles of Religion

Anglican Doctrine
Articles 26 and 29 Of the
unworthiness of ministers and The
participation of unbelivers.

ég@ Did you know?

Of the unworthiness of ministers

Although in the visible Church there is
always a mingling of evil with good, and
at times evil persons hold the chief
positions in the ministry of the Word and
sacraments, yet, because they do so not
in their own but in Christ's name and
perform their ministry by His commission
and authority, we may avail ourselves of
their ministry both in hearing the Word of
God and in receiving the sacraments.
The effect of Christ's ordinance is not
taken away by their wickedness, nor is
the grace of God’s gifts diminished in the
case of those who receive the
sacraments rightly and by faith; for,
although ministered by evil men, these
are effectual on account of Christ's
institution and promise. Nevertheless, it
belongs to the discipline of the Church
that evil ministers should be investigated
and that they should be accused by those
who have knowledge of their offences,
and, further, that, on being found guilty,
they should by just judgment be deposed.

The participation of unbelivers
Though wicked persons, and all in whom
a vital faith is absent, physically and
visibly press the sacrament of the body
and the blood of Christ with their teeth (as
Saint Augustine says), yet in no sense
are they partakers of Christ; on the
contrary, they eat and drink the sign or
sacrament of so great a reality to their
own condemnation.

(This is the last of “Did you know” for the year. | hope you
found them informative)



