A prayer to prepare you for hearing
and learning from God’s word.

Almighty God and loving heavenly Father,
guide me and teach me of yourself from
your Word. Help me and others to see the
wisdom and value of living life according to
your word the Bible; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one
God forever and ever. Amen.

Today’s Bible Reading
From Hebrews 11:1-16

1 “Now faith is confidence in what we
hope for and assurance about what we
do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.

3By faith we understand that the
universe was formed at God’s
command, so that what is seen was
not made out of what was visible.

4By faith Abel brought God a better
offering than Cain did. By faith he was
commended as righteous, when God
spoke well of his offerings. And by
faith Abel still speaks, even though he
is dead.

5By faith Enoch was taken from this
life, so that he did not experience
death: “He could not be found,
because God had taken him away.”
For before he was taken, he was
commended as one who pleased
God. 8 And without faith it is impossible
to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he

exists and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him.

7By faith Noah, when warned about
things not yet seen, in holy fear built
an ark to save his family. By his faith
he condemned the world and became
heir of the righteousness that is in
keeping with faith.

8By faith Abraham, when called to
go to a place he would later receive as
his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know
where he was going. ° By faith he
made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. 19 For he was
looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. 11 And by faith even
Sarah, who was past childbearing
age, was enabled to bear
children because she considered him
faithful who had made the
promise. 12 And so from this one man,
and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and as countless as the
sand on the seashore.
13 All these people were still living by faith
when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and
welcomed them from a distance, admitting
that they were foreigners and strangers on
earth. 14 People who say such things show
that they are looking for a country of their
own. 151f they had been thinking of the

country they had left, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were
longing for a better country—a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them. (NIV)

Write one thing of importance you want to
remember from today’s Bible Teaching.
Write it here below:

A Bible Study
Read Hebrews 11:1-16

Before answering the questions read
through all the questions and be familiar
with each. Then answer them individually.

Questions:

1. Before you read this passage what did
you understand faith to be? (Go
around the group and hear each
other’s answer)

2. Is faith something confined only to
belief in God? If not, give an example.

3. In verse 1 what two words describe
faith in God?

Why do you think these two words are
used?

In verse 6 what other word describes

" faith?

Is it possible to please God without
faith?

“The ancients” is a word to describe
people in the Old Testament who
demonstrated faith. What do we learn
about their faith ...
e versed
verse 4
verse 5
verse 6
verse 7
verses 8 to 12
verse 13

. These people who exercised faith

showed that they were looking forward
to what? (See verses 14 to 16) What
do you understand that to be? (See
also Hebrews 12:22; 13:14 and
Revelation 21:1-3)

Do we have this same faith?

. What else do we learn about faith from

Galatians 2:16 & 20 and Ephesians
2:8-10; James 2:4-24; 2 Corinthians
5:6-10.

Spend some time in prayer about what you
have read.



