
Bible Reading 
Romans 8:28-39 
28 And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.  
29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters. 30 And 
those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he 
also glorified. 
31 What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us?  
32 He who did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up for us all—
how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things? 
33 Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. Christ 
Jesus who died—more than that, 
who was raised to life—is at the 
right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword?  

36 As it is written: “For your sake 
we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us.  38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons,  
neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, 39 neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV) 
 
 

Bible Teaching notes: 
 
God always works for the good 
of those who love Him. 
Verse 28 
 
 
 
There is purpose in that good. 
Verses 29 - 30 
 

 
 
 
There is certainty and assurance 
in that good. 
Verses 31-39 
 
 

Did you 
know? 

The 39 Articles   
Anglican Doctrine 

Article 17 
On predestination and election 
 

Predestination to life belongs to 
God’s everlasting and election 
purpose.  By this is meant that 
before the foundation of the world, 
it is His unchangeable decree, in 
accordance with His secret 
counsel to deliver from the curse 
and damnation those whom He 
has chosen in Christ, and to bring 
them by Him to everlasting 
salvation, as vessels of His mercy 
(Romans 9:21 ff).  Therefore 
those on whom such an excellent 
blessing of God is bestowed are 
called according to God’s purpose 
by the Holy Spirit working in them 
in God’s good time; through grace  
they obey this calling and are 
freely justified by God; they 
become the sons of God by 
adoption (Romans 3:24; 8:15 f); 
they are conformed to the image 
of His only Son Jesus Christ; they 
lead holy lives that are given to 
good works to the glory of God; 
and at last, by God’s mercy, they 
attain to everlasting bliss 
(Romans 8:29 f; Ephesians 2:8-

10). The reverent consideration of 
our predestination and election in 
Christ is full of sweet, pleasant 
and unspeakable strength and 
comfort to godly persons, who 
feel the working in themselves of 
the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the 
works of the flesh and their earthly 
passions and drawing their 
thoughts upward to high and 
heavenly realities.  This teaching 
is welcome to us both because it 
strongly establishes and confirms 
our assurance of eternal salvation 
to be enjoyed through Christ and 
also because it kindles in us a 
fervent love to God...   
Furthermore, we must accept 
God’s promises in the way in 
which they are ordinarily 
presented to us in Holy Scripture, 
and in all that we do the will of 
God is to be followed precisely as 
it is revealed to us in the Word of 
God. 
 

Questions for thought: 
 

Firstly, though you may have 
questions, what do you find 
reassuring about this Bible based 
doctrine? 
 

Do you have any questions about 
what you’ve read?  
 

What could you say to God in prayer 
in response to this? 


