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WELCOME  
(Service Leader welcomes people to church and 
introduces people involved in the service) 

 
Good morning. Welcome to church.  
Welcome to those who are visiting us 
today, or listening online. A special 
welcome to the Right Rev Dr Michael 
Stead, Regional Bishop for South Sydney. 
My name is Trevor. 
 

Helping me in today’s service are our 
musicians Rosemary and Young-Lan. 
Reading to us from the Bible will be 
Glennen. Bishop Michael Stead will bring 
us our Bible teaching. 
 
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME  
 

We have met together to thank God,                                         
to meet with Jesus, and to encourage one 
another while we wait for Christ’s return. 
We shall praise God with our words and by 
what we do. We shall hear from his holy 
word and we shall pray for the Church and 
for all people. 
 
Today is also a special occasion. We are 
celebrating the meeting of Christians in this 
building for the past 60 years. 
 
To prepare ourselves, let us hear from the 
word of God. 

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE  
See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and 
precious cornerstone, and the one who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame. 
1 Peter 2:6 (Isaiah 28:16) 

 
Let us pray… 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 

Heavenly Father, you have brought us here 
today. This time we meet with you and your 
people is special. Help us not to take this 
moment with you and your people for 
granted. Take our anxious thoughts and let 
us know your peace, your presence and 
your power. May we listen to your word 
with expectation, engage in what we pray 
and say, and worship you with all our heart, 
mind, soul and strength through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song. 
For he has done marvellous things. 
 
Please stand and let us sing our first song. 
 
We Declare 
Glover, Chapman 
 

Chorus                                                                                                                        
So we declare the praises 
Of Jesus Saviour and King 
He is the cornerstone, Hallelujah 
And now we stand as his church 
Until the day when he comes in glory,  
Hallelujah 
 

We are his kingdom we are his bride 
For us he paid the price 
For us he bled and died 
We are his people his treasured prize 

For us he conquered sin 
For he is risen 
With thankfulness we will sing 
With thankfulness we will sing Chorus       
 

We are a priesthood, beloved ones 
He draws the scattered near 
He builds his kingdom here 
A holy nation now set apart 
To be his hands and feet 
To speak his mercy 
With thankfulness we will sing 
Adopted now we are his  Chorus x 2                                                                                                                                                                                           
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LITTLE PEOPLE’S BIBLE STORY TIME 
AND SONG 
 
GREETING TIME  
Please, take a moment to greet the people 
near you. (Children leave for Kid’s Church) 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

Our Bible reading this morning is 
1 Peter 2:4-10. Please open your Bibles to 
page 1221 or follow along on the screen or 
on the handout in your News & Notes. 
 
BIBLE READING – Glennen 
 

1 Peter 2:4-10 
4  As you come to him, the living Stone—
rejected by humans but chosen by God  
and precious to him— 5 you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it 
says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.”  
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,”  
8 and, 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.”  
They stumble because they disobey the 
message—which is also what they were 
destined for. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
(NIV) 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
BIBLE TEACHING – Bishop Michael Stead 
Christ our Cornerstone 

 
(Bible Teacher returns to the congregation and 

Service Leader comes forward and invites 
congregation to sing the next song) 

 
A PSALM 
 

Join me in saying Psalm 118, verses  
1,5-9, and 28-29. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 



When hard pressed, I cried to the Lord; 
he brought me into a spacious place. 
The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to me? 
The Lord is with me; he is my helper. 
I look in triumph on my enemies. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in humans. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in princes. 
You are my God, and I will praise you; 
you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 
(NIV) 
 

Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning so now and 
forevermore. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION/FORGIVENESS  
 

Scripture reminds us that if we  
“draw near to God he will draw near to us.” 
James 4:8 
 

“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says 
the Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” 
Isaiah 1:18 

 
Let us confess our sins to almighty God… 
 

Most merciful God, we humbly admit  
that we need your help. We confess that 
we have wandered from your way: we 
have done wrong, and we have failed to 
do what is right. You alone can save us.  
Have mercy on us: wipe out our sins 
and teach us to forgive others.         
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit            

that we may live as disciples of Christ.               
This we ask in the name of Jesus our 
Saviour. Amen. 
 

God desires that all people should be 
saved and in response to his call we 
acknowledge our sins. He pardons those 
who humbly repent and truly believe the 
gospel. Therefore, we have peace with 
God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
blessing and honour for ever. Amen. 
 
Please stand, and let us sing again. 
 
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 
Kauflin, Getty, Boswell, Papa, Merker 
 

What is our hope in life and death 
Christ alone Christ alone 
What is our only confidence 
That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand 
What comes apart from His command 
And what will keep us to the end 
The love of Christ in which we stand 
 

Chorus 
O sing hallelujah 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
 

What truth can calm the troubled soul 
God is good God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness 
known 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise 
Who stands above the stormy trial 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore the rock of Christ Chorus 
 

Unto the grave what will we sing 
Christ He lives Christ He lives 
And what reward will heaven bring 
Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore 
 

Chorus 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
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Please remain standing and let us say what 
we believe in the words of the Apostles’ 
creed.  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again  
from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; 
from there he shall come to judge  
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
PRAYER  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven,                                     
hallowed be your name,                                         
your kingdom come, your will  
be done on earth as in heaven.               
Give us today our daily bread.                         
Forgive us our sins as we forgive  
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,                                  
but deliver us from evil.                                            
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Be exalted, Lord, above the heavens                        
let your glory cover the earth. 
 

Keep our nation under your care,                               
and guide us in justice and truth. 
 

Let your way be known on earth,                                
your saving power among all nations. 
 

Send out your light and truth                                        
that we may tell of your saving works. 
 

Hear our prayers, O Lord,                                          
for we put our trust in you. 

 
Further prayers for the community, the world, 
mission focus and for the work of the church. 

 
Let us pray that we may be ready for 
Christ’s coming. 
 



All-powerful God, increase our strength of 
will for doing good that Christ may find an 
eager welcome at his coming and call us to 
his side in the kingdom of heaven, where 
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
Set prayer for the first Sunday in Advent 

 
Prayer leader return to the congregation and 

Service Leader return to the lectern, closes with this 
prayer and gives announcements. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER  
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace to 
bring before you with one accord our 
common supplication, and you promise that 
when two or three are gathered together in 
your name you will grant their requests; 
fulfil now Lord, the desires and petitions of 
your servants, as may be most expedient 
for them, granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
MISSION FOCUS REMINDER  
(Service leader reminds congregation of mission 
and Anglicare Chaplaincy focus for the month) 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

A prayer in regard to our giving. 
 

Heavenly Father, accept our giving towards 
ministry in this place and beyond. We bring 
them to you as a token of our love and 
gratitude; grant that they maybe wisely 
used towards your kingdom work and glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE  
See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and 
precious cornerstone, and the one who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame. 
1 Peter 2:6 (Isaiah 28:16) 

 
Please stand to sing our final song 
 
I Vow To You My Saviour 
Cecil Spring-Rice | Richard Thomas Bewes 
 

I vow to You my Saviour 
All earthly things above 
Entire and whole and perfect 
The service of my love 
The love that asks no questions 
The love that stands the test 
That lays upon His altar  
The dearest and the best 
The love that never falters 
The love that knows the price 
The love that stands indebted  
before Your sacrifice 
 

And there's a royal country  
I've heard of long ago 
It speaks of grace and heaven 
A place that all may know 
We may not count her armies 
We may not see her King 
Her emblem on a hilltop 
The Cross of suffering 
And soul by soul and silently  
Her citizens increase 
Her ways are ways of gentleness  
and all her paths are peace 
 

O tell me of the Kingdom  
That stands the test of time 
O lead me to its gateway  
And speak the word sublime 
That tells me I'm forgiven 

My name is in the Book 
The Cross of Jesus holds me  
As heavenward I look 
Baptised into a living hope 
I'll walk the path that's new 
And the prize of God in Jesus  
for ever I'll pursue 
 

So light the fire within me  
And let me fan the flame 
And fill me with the Spirit  
That I may bear Your Name 
In season and in hardship  
To run my given race 
O keep me ever-burning  
Until I see Your face 
I vow to You my Saviour 
That where Your feet have trod 
I'll serve and follow faithfully,  
my Master and my God 
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Let us say together… 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,                 
and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all  
evermore. Amen. 
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