Abbotsford Anglican Church

St Andrews
Sunday 14 December 2025

Service of Word and Prayer Form 2B
from Common Prayer

WELCOME - Diane
(Service Leader welcomes people to church and
introduces people involved in the service)

Good morning. Welcome to church.

A special welcome to those who are visiting
us today or listening online.

My name is Diane.

Helping me in today’s service are our
musicians Rosemary, Young-Lan and
Linda. Reading to us from the Bible will be
Young-Lan, and Trevor will bring our Bible
teaching.

INTRO TO BIBLE TEACHING

(Service leader invites Bible teacher up to give a
one-minute intro to their sermon)

MISSION FOCUS REMINDER

(Service leader reminds congregation of the Mission
Focus for the month)

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE
Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:40

Please stand and let us sing our first song

What Love My God
Robinson, Thompson, Farren

What love my God would bring You
down to earth

What king would take a low and lonely
birth

Yet to this dark and broken place You
came

To sleep beneath the stars that You had
made

What love my God would send the Way
of Life

To walk the road, rejected and despised
That You might know the weakness |
possess

And be my rock of strength and
righteousness

Chorus

O Your love my God like a flood

As heaven opened up pouring out on us
O praise the King who came to the
world

In His love like a mighty flood

What love my God could hold You to
the tree

To bear that overwhelming debt for me
The Son of heaven leaves the Father's
side

The Healer bleeds, the Life was made to
die Chorus

What love my God, so gracious and
extreme

Was strong enough to come and fight
for me

To go through hell and down into the
grave

And raise me up to see You face to face

You raise me up to see You face to face
Chorus x 2

In His love like a mighty flood
© 2016 CityAlight Music

PRAISING GOD
Please be seated. Let's say together...

You are worthy our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honour and power,
for you created all things and by your
will they created and have their being.
You are worthy, Lamb of God, for you
were slain, and with your blood you
ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and
nation. To him who sits upon the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and honour
and glory and power, forever and ever.
Amen.

LITTLE PEOPLES BIBLE STORY TIME
and SONG - Trevor

GREETING TIME
Please, take a moment to greet the people
near you. (Children leave for Kid’s Church)

HEARING GOD’S WORD - Diane

Thank you, Heavenly Father that all
Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness. Open our hearts to
receive your word, that we may know you
better and be thoroughly equipped for
every good work, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Our Bible reading this morning is
Matthew 25:31-46.

You will find it on page 994 of the pew
Bibles or follow along on the screen or on
the handout in your News & Notes.

(Bible Reader comes forward unannounced and
reads the Bible reading)

BIBLE READING - Young-Lan

Matthew 25:31-46

31*When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 3 He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left.

3 “Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the

kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me
in, 36| needed clothes and you clothed

me, | was sick and you looked after me, |
was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37*Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink? 38 When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? 3°When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’

40“The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of



these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.

41“Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. 42 For | was hungry and you
gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, 431 was a
stranger and you did not invite me in, |
needed clothes and you did not clothe me,
| was sick and in prison and you did not
look after me.’

44“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and
did not help you?’

45“He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever
you did not do for one of the least of these,
you did not do for me.’

46 “Then they will go away to eternal
punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life.” (NIV)

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Bible Reader returns to the congregation and Bible
Teacher comes forward)

BIBLE TEACHING - Trevor
INASMUCH’ - Matthew 25:31-46

(Bible Teacher returns to the congregation and
Service Leader comes forward and invites
congregation to say the psalm together and song)

A PSALM
Join me in saying Psalm 84:10 to 12

Better is one day in your courts O Lord
than a thousand elsewhere;

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God

than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favour and honour;
no good thing does he withhold

from those whose walk is blameless.
Lord Almighty,

blessed is the one who trusts in you.
(NIV)

Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning so now and
forevermore. Amen.

Please stand and let us sing again.

Undivided
Rob Smith

Give me an undivided heart

That | might fear your name

Teach me to walk in righteous paths
And follow in your ways

For you are gracious and forgiving
Hear, O Lord, and answer me

Give me an undivided mind

That | might love your word

Help me to hunger for your voice
And know your Spirit’s sword
For you are good, your truth
unchanging

Life is found in serving you

Chorus

Undivided, | want to live for you
Single minded, all that | say,

all that | do

Sanctify me, take me

and make me new

That | might live for Christ, my Lord

Give me an undivided love

For all that you desire

Make me a living sacrifice

Ignite in me your fire

For you O Lord are God eternal

All my ways are known to you Chorus

Undivided, counting my gains as loss
Single minded, whatever the pain,
whatever the cost

Sanctify me, help me take up my cross

And live for him who died for me
© 2010 Smith, Rob

Please remain standing as we say together
what we believe...

WHAT WE BELIEVE

We believe in one God,

who made us and loves all that is.
We believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was born, lived, died

and rose again,

and is coming to call all to account.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

who calls, equips

and sends out God’s people,

and brings all things to their true end.
This is our faith,

the faith of the Church.

We believe in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
(A simplified affirmation of Faith from
Page 87 of Common Prayer)

Please be seated

PRAYING TO GOD

“‘Blessed is the one whose transgressions
are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does
not count against them and in whose spirit
is no deceit. When | kept silent, my bones
wasted away through my groaning all day
long. For day and night your hand was
heavy on me; my strength was sapped as
in the heat of summer. Then |
acknowledged my sin to you and did not
cover up my iniquity. | said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord.”

And you forgave the guilt of my sin.”
Psalm 32:1-5

Although we are the people of God,
Scripture reminds us that we still sin.

We need to confess our failures,

knowing that the Lord Jesus died for us
and intercedes for us with the Father.

Let us draw near to God, who freely
forgives, through his infinite goodness and
mercy, and pray to him with sincerity and
confidence.

Heavenly Father, we praise you for
adopting us as your children

and making us heirs of eternal life.

In your mercy you have washed us
from our sins and made us clean in your
sight. Yet we still fail to love you

and serve you as we should. Forgive us
our sins and renew us by your grace,
that we may continue to grow as
members of Christ, in whom alone is
our salvation. Amen.

God is slow to anger and full of
compassion. He forgives all who humbly
repent and turn to his Son Jesus Christ, in
whom there is no condemnation. Amen.



(Prayer Leader comes forward unannounced and
continues prayer)

FURTHER PRAYER - Diane

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray.

Lord, teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray that God will fill us with joy at
the coming of Christ.

Lord God, may we, your people, who look
forward to the birthday of Christ,
experience the joy of salvation and
celebrate the feast with love and
thanksgiving. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Set Prayer for the 3rd Sunday in Advent

(Further prayers for our community, mission focus,
government, our world, local community and for the
church. When finished prayer leader returns to
congregation and service leader comes forward to
give announcements and introduce last song)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GOING OUT TO SERVE

As we prepare to leave let’s stand and
sing...

My Heart Delights

Philip Percival, Simone Richardson

My heart delights

That God would leave His throne
And come to earth

To claim us as His own

O love divine

Clothed in this flesh of mine
God in our form

A child was born

Chorus
Jesus Lord through all the ages
God from God and light from light

Came from heaven brought salvation

Be alone our hearts' delight

My heart delights

That God would give Himself
He sought no power

No honour and no wealth
What love what grace

To suffer in my place

Upon the tree

Of Calvary Chorus

My heart delights

That I can live for Him
And serve the One

Who freed me from my sin
Lord light Your fire
Become my one desire
My hope my might

My heart's delight Chorus
©2012

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE
Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:40

Together...

May the God of hope fill us with all joy
and peace as we trust in him, so that we
may overflow with hope by the power of

the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Romans 15:13
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